[image: image1.jpg]BALLARAT
Sk





Proudly sponsored by University of Ballarat


10  Nov. 2009

MEDIA RELEASE – by Chris Liston
Race name: Victoria Park Criteriums 

Date: 4th Nov 2009 

Like Father – Like Son 

Father and son duo Roger and Harry Bade scored hard-earned wins in the first round of BSCC’s Small Dog 2009-2010 senior criteriums. 
A grade started in wintery conditions.  14 riders saddled up for the 20mins + 2 laps hurt-fest. The race was on with opening attacks from Mitch Brogden, Ciaran Conaughton, James Crafter, Rhys Gillett and Harry Bade. The younger brigade had trained tough over winter, and grown a year, and were eager to show their form. Small groups formed in the first five minutes but on each occasion they were brought back by the elders of the bunch - Phil Orr, John Townsend, Joel Hossack and Jay Bourke. Bourke attacked and stayed away for 5 laps, but in the gusty conditions the peloton was happy to leave him out in front all alone.

With three laps to go, the pace wound up and Bourke was caught.  When 2 laps to go was called the bunch lined out into single file with some jostling to tune positions for the sprint run home.  Track star Damien Keirl was in the bunch and the obvious wheel to follow. The tactical sprint finish into the headwind left riders wanting to make their kick hard and late. Bourke jumped early, in a long run for the line round the outside.  Harry Bade kicked through the inside of the final corner.  On his wheel were Brogden, Orr, and Conaughton. Keirl was in behind Bourke and late to react.  Bade sprinted from the front into the wind and won clearly, with Mitch Brogden runner up.  Phil Orr was closing the gap at the line but had to settle for third 

A small bunch contested the B grade event.  With an average of 38.5 km/h, it was an honest, hard race.  No-one was able to make a gap or get an advantage. Scott Bilney was super strong and Liam White was in contention.  Rising track sprinter Charles Martin, with huge acceleration into the wind, took a solid win from Michael Veal and Shane Cody. 

The C grade field was also small.  The first lap was a “sight in” affair, for riders to get a feel for the circuit.  The pace was steady with all riders grabbing a wheel to try and stay out of the blustery wind.  Scott Denno, in his first race, put in a strong first turn, then Dave Peters took over and lifted the pace above 40km/h. Roger Bade tucked in nicely. Chloe Hegert and Killian Plastow did not last the distance.  The remaining group took to tactical riding as the laps counted down, and Denno found himself the sacrificial lamb as the other riders left him on the front.  Pete Hayes put in some efforts but on bell lap Roger Bade went to the front and attacked out of the first hairpin.  Dave Peters tried to get across and Hayes was jumping to get to his wheel.  As Dave Peters was drawing in deep breaths to catch Bade his dentures found their way to the road and ended his race as he pulled out to retrieve them. Peter Hayes off the back of Bade was second as Bade rolled in to take a win. Denno third and Peters with his teeth reinserted took fourth. 

Results:

A Grade 

1st 
Harry Bade 

2nd 
Mitch Brogden 

3rd 
Phillip Orr 


B Grade 

1st 
Charles Martin 

2nd 
Michael Veal 

3rd 
Shane Cody 


C Grade 

1st
 Roger Bade 

2nd 
Peter Hayes 

3rd 
Scott Denno
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