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BSCC senior road racing results page 

Race name: Snake Valley - Mt Emu 

Date: 30th May 2009 

A Grade 

1st Rob Doyle 

2nd Gary Gullock 

3rd Andrew Weightman 

   

B Grade 

1st Damien Keirl 

2nd Alan Cureton 

3rd Stuart Brien 

  

C Grade 

1st Darryn Murphy 

2nd Liam White 

3rd Andrew Pearson 

  

Race description: 

A Grade 
11 riders made up the A grade bunch.  They were met with strong easterly winds with the sun trying its hardest to show through the dismal clouds.  

  

The bunch rolled out for the first 500m at an easy pace before Weightman put down the hammer and strung the group out, however all managed to stay in contact for most of the first lap.  Towards the end of the first lap it was Jon Townsend's turn to perform a brilliant attack by increasing the pace midway up a steep climb.  This attack put pressure on all riders in the group but all managed to stay in contact. 

  

Commencing the second lap, Mirabella and Weightman made an aggressive attack and broke away from the chasing pack.  New rider, Hamish Taylor, bridged the gap and brought the group back stretching over a long single file.  Front riders again attacked on the climb out of Carngham, and it was this attack that broke the group into three bunches.  The lead bunch was made up of Doyle, Gullock, Mirabella and Weightman.  Taylor, the two Townsends, Orr and Kiel worked very hard to catch the lead bunch, but the pace was too high. 

  

Working well together, the lead bunch all took turns to maintain their pace.  At the last hill about 3kms from the finish, Weightman put the pressure on.  In the final sprint, Gullock took a flyer from the back, but it was in the in-form Doyle who took line honours from Gullock, Weightman and Mirabella.  

  

  

B Grade  

  

After Alan "Freire" Cureton's outfoxing of the BSCC B grade field at Learmonth in early March, the question was asked: what will it take to beat him?  At Mt. Misery two weeks ago, the handicapper did it, by throwing Cureton to the young wolves of A grade, and clearing the path for Jonathan Lacey, a much lesser sprinter, to sneak at the last moment past a group of stronger riders.  Saturday's race, on the tough Mt. Emu course, looked like the best chance so far this year for the rouleurs (strong men) to prevail over the sprinters.  Finally, Cureton was beaten into second place – but not by the tireless attackers: by a faster sprinter, track superstar Damien "King" Keirl, with another big fast man, the rapidly-ascending Stuart Brien, in third.  

  

The race was two laps of a course with a tailwind 2-minute climb near the start, and 5 km of headwind and a 4-minute climb 2 km from the finish.  In hindsight, two sets of events shaped the result.  The first happened at the beginning of the second lap.  Rob Phillips' pace up the finishing climb the first time stretched the elastic, and pressure over the top from Scott Bilney and Adam Smith kept it stretched.  Eventually Neville Bilney detached himself from the front, and the bunch relaxed.  Here was an opportunity for a small group of audacious non-sprinters to go across to Bilney and gamble on holding off the fast men.  But the rouleurs all decided not to put their cards on the table this early, and instead to leave Neville out in the wind.  

  

The second decisive events were at the end of the final lap.  Damien Keirl confidently rolled off the front into the headwind approaching the climb, and it took a monster pull from Scott Bilney to bring him back.  Keirl's clear message to the grimpeurs (climbers) and rouleurs was that they must take full advantage of the finishing climb to have a chance against him.  The fastest climbers in the field, MTB gun Warren Faneco and Warrenheip top-5 rider James Crafter, had cleverly not appeared at the front until now.  They lifted the pace on the climb, but the field was strong, and the expected explosion did not happen.  Rob Phillips and Matt Albiston both made huge accelerations near the top of the climb, and the field split into three groups.  Stuart Brien was in the front group, looking good against the climbers and rouleurs who made up the rest of the group.  Neville Bilney was also there.  Keirl and Cureton were right where the rest of the field wanted them – in the third group.  The gaps between the groups looked big enough that the front group would fight it out, especially with the power of Neville Bilney in the front group.  But this assessment did not count for the cool head and huge engine of Keirl.  Neville’s courageous solo effort earlier in the race probably also counted against the front-runners.  Scott Bilney took Keirl across to the second group, and Keirl blasted himself across to the front group, Cureton in tow, with enough time to recover for a few seconds before sealing their fate.  Keirl showed yet again that he is a rider people happily pay money to watch.  

At Longs Hill in three weeks, the climbers will have their day, and perhaps, in Gordon in July, the hard-working rouleurs will finally have theirs.  

  

  

       
C Grade 

 

C grade had a field of 8 starting riders, and most were competitive throughout the race. Sean Lee was the first casualty at Cemetery Hill.  The rest of the bunch remained together for the next 20 km.  Young gun Andrew Pearson made a couple of breakaways that were chased down by the main bunch.  Greg Nunn and Peter James were the next casualties, at the start of the second lap. 

  

The bunch remained together until the last hill.  With about 4 km to go, Darryn Murphy broke away, with Andrew Pearson and Liam White in pursuit.  Gerard White and Sam Edwards dropped off some 100m by the time they got to the top of the hill.  Meanwhile Darryn Murphy had gained a break of about 50m, and held this to the line for first, with Liam White getting over Andrew Pearson on the line by a bike length for second.  Gerard White was caught on the line by Sam Edwards.    
